


 
 

Theodore R. Kulongoski 
Governor 

 
     February 14, 2006 
 
 
Dr. Henry Johnson        
Assistant Secretary of Elementary and Secondary Education 
US Department of Education 
400 Maryland Ave. SW 
Washington, DC  20202-0001 
 
Dear Dr. Johnson: 
 
 I write to express my strong support for Oregon’s application for the Growth 
Model Pilot Project.  For some time, Oregon has been leading efforts to establish high 
standards and appropriate assessment systems to help all students achieve their full 
potential.  
 
 Our application represents a collaborative effort that involved stakeholders from 
across the state who understand how appropriate and measurable standards benefit 
children.  This project will allow us to provide even stronger feedback to educators as 
they work to meet the needs of students.  It also will provide better information to parents 
and the community. 
 
 Oregon is committed to enhancing its student data system and making its testing 
program available on-line for all schools.  We have not shied away from accountability, 
and we want to make sure our system is fair and valid.   
 
 With all of the hard work carried out by the Department of Education and our 
systems educators, Oregon is ready and able to take this next critical step. 
 
 I urge you to approve the proposal so we can begin this work for the benefit of 
children in Oregon. 
  

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
THEODORE R. KULONGOSKI 
Governor 
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February 16, 2006 
 
Dr. Henry Johnson 
Assistant Secretary of Elementary and Secondary Education 
U.S. Department of Education 
400 Maryland Ave. SW 
Washington, DC  20202-0001 
 
Dear Secretary Johnson: 
 
This letter is to inform you of the State Board of Education’s unqualified support 
of Oregon’s request to use a growth model for purposes of determining Adequate 
Yearly Progress for the federal No Child Left Behind act. 

 
While supporting the intent of the federal law, the board has become aware that 
some districts, through no fault of their own, are labeled as failing as measured 
by current yardsticks.  

 
For example, in one Oregon school district 70 percent of the students do not 
speak English as a first language and are highly mobile. No matter how good the 
education program, no matter how dedicated the teachers, under the current AYP 
definitions Woodburn will inevitably fail to make adequate progress. Other 
districts face similarly high hurdles. 
 
Teachers and schools who are successful educating all children should be 
recognized and emulated. Teachers and schools who fail our students deserve 
guidance, and if necessary, sanctions. A growth model more accurately 
distinguishes between real success and real failure. 
 
A system that is perceived as inherently unfair breeds resistance and cynicism 
that could ultimately topple the good NCLB accomplishes.  

 
Oregon’s State Board of Education is committed to educating every student that 
enter our school house doors, and to leave no child behind on the path of an 
educated citizenry ready for college and the work place.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Nikki Squire, Chair 
State Board of Education 
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February 15, 2006 
 
 
Dr. Henry Johnson 
Assistant Secretary of Elementary and Secondary Education 
U.S. Department of Education 
400 Maryland Ave. SW 
Washington, DC  20202-0001 
 
Dear Dr. Johnson: 
 
The Confederation of Oregon School Administrators (COSA) is enthusiastically supportive 
of the Oregon Department of Education’s growth model application to the U.S. Department 
of Education.  We firmly believe that this growth model will result in a fairer and more 
accurate NCLB accountability system for Oregon students and schools. 
 
Oregonians, and Oregon administrators in particular, want high standards for 
students and schools, and we are accountable – but we don’t just want accountability, 
we want accountability that is fair and meaningful.  We want valid measures for 
assessing the learning of our students and the progress of our schools.  We believe that 
measuring the growth of individual students is the best way to measure learning and, 
collectively, school improvement. 
 
COSA sees real value in Oregon’s proposed growth model.  The model, when 
implemented, will allow us to monitor the progress of students across time, schools 
and districts.  It will also allow us to produce annual individual growth charts for every 
Oregon student and growth averages for subgroups by school and district.  This is 
data can be of genuine use in improving student learning and school success. 
 
COSA appreciates this common-sense approach to school and district accountability.  
We are committed to working closely with the Oregon Department of Education and 
other education partners to assure the success of the proposed growth model. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Kent Hunsaker 
Executive Director 
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